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Treaties and the Imperial Edict, and 
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auswer the Tsangli Yamén wil! make 
and which official at Hankow will be 
made the scapegoat. We can hardly 
expect to see every guilty  oflicial 
unished ; but at least an exumple can 
be made which will convince them all 
that it is better for them to protect 
foreigners than to conspire to expel 
them by threats of murder, which they 
take care shall be carried out, Sir 
Frederick. Bruce's ‘co-operative pelicy 
has sometimes been a source of weak- 
ness, but the co-operative policy that 
Colonel Denby has applied in the pre- 


sent instance should be a source of 


‘strength and should make the appeal 
jto the Tsungli Yameén irresistible. All 


the Powers are interested in seeing that 
their joint representation is not ‘pooh- 
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under Various pretexts, as the repre- 
sentation of a single Power too often is, 
There is ho place, too, for international 
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Denby and his colleagues for the sound 
position they have taken in the matter. 
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fand at a spot less than three miles from 
the nearest part of one of the four 
large islands of Japan, Shikoku, The 


average person would at first sight, 


bea 


‘English Court for the 


IMPARTIAL NOT NEUTRAL. 


SHANGHAI, 27rn OCTOBER, 1893. 


- _ eousest 


THe judgments given on Wednesday 


in the Supreme Court here hy the Chief 


Justice Mr. Hanuen and the Assistant | 


Judge Mr, Jamieson, in the appeal from 


Japan in the Chishima-Ravenna case. | 


will surely commend themselves to all 
who take a common-sense view of the 
question at issue, and “Law,” it has 


The 4 & QO. 
Ravenna having in November last roy 


down and sunk the Japanese man-of- 
war Chishima Kan in the Iuland Sea of 
‘Japan, the Imperial Japanese Govern- 


meut brought an action in the British 
Court for Japan, asking that the P. & O. 
Company might be made to pay for the 
loss. ‘The P. & O. Company replied 
that the catastrophe was entirely due 
to the fault of those on board the 
Chishima, and they asked to be allowed, 


as the Ravenna had been seriously 
‘damaged by the collision, to file a 


counterclaim which should -be heard 
with the suit, and that the Japanese 
Government should be ordered to vive 
security to abide by the decision of the 
Court on the counterclaim. Mr. Mowat, 
the Judge of the Japan Court, decided 
that the P. and O. Company could not 
be allowed to file a counterclaim, and 
against this decision the P. and O, Cow- 
pany have successfully appealed. 

The ground on whieh Mr. Mowat 
refused the counterclaim he stated him- 
self shortlyin the following words which 
concluded fis judgment given at Yoko- 
hama on the 0th of June last :— 


“The Plaintiff being, by the law of 
the country where the collision occurred, 


uot anewerable for the negligent act of 


t be sued in an 
amage resulting 
from such act; an@ being, for that 
reason, not auswerable in an action, he 
cannot be held liable to a counter- 


his servants, he can 


claim.” 


This followed from Mr. Mowat’s 
finding that the collision occurred in 


the territorial waters of Japan, in a 


channel only « two es wide, with 


| Japanese territory on “both sides of it, 


been said, “is the “erewn of com- | 


mon-sense,” steamer | 


: 


| 
| 


; 
. 


be at one with Mr. Mowat in enter- 
taining no doubt whatever that a 
channel only two miles wide between 
two Japanese islands is part of the 
territorial waters of Japan: but he will 


come to the \opposite conclusion after 


reading Mr. Hannen’s judgment. Mr. 
Haunen shows that the Inland Sea, in 
which the collision took place, is the 
highway of nations ; that some years ago, 
“when the entrance to the Inland Sea 
was stopped, the right to enter and pass 
through it was asserted by force of 
arms by England, France, Holland, and 
America, and such right admitted by 
the Government of Japan.” 
nen rehes also on the case of 
Saronia, which is exactly in 


the 


. 
) 
: 


| 


Mr. Han- | 


point, | 


‘This is the case of a collision between | 


’ 


a steamer belonging to Hamburg, the | 


Saronia, and a British sailing vessel, 
the Helipse, in the Solent, on the night 
of the 29th of December, 1860. ‘The 
Solent divides the Isle of Wight from 
the island of Great Britain, but the Isle 
of Wight is so close to Great Britain 
that it “is by local and territorial de- 
signation to be deemed a portion of the 


couuty of Southampton.” The ques- 


| tion was mooted whether the Solent was 


a territorial water in which the British 
Shipping Act applied to the foreign 
ships there navigating, or whether it was 
a portion of the high seas, in which the 
ordinary LAw Maritime wauld apply, 


the following terms :— 
“ We are of opinion that this collision 


‘must be considered to have taken place 


on the high seas, in a place where a 
foreign vessel has a right of sailing 
without being bound by any of thie 
provisions of the statutes enacted to 
govern British ships. This being so, 
it follows. that the Merchant Shipping 


Act has*no application to this case, 


as it has been fully determined that 
where a British and a foreign ship meet 
on the high seas, the statute i& not 


| binding on either” (because it woul not 


be fair to put the British on a different 
footing in the Court from the foreign 
vessel). “I'he principle, therefore, by 
which this case must be decided- must 


| be fognd in the ordinary rules of the 


sea. x 


—— 
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‘and the Master of the Rolls expressed | 
‘the judgment of the Privy Council in 


ON eee 


SS ed 


See a eli a 


oy matey, Be ee EBON Sp POE! BI aces hs hoy 


: 
- 
a 
‘ 
i 
° 


‘The ordinary common-sense view of 
the question of allowing a counterclaim 
would be indicated in the maxim. that 
what's fair for ove is fair for the other, | 
the legal form of which is that he’ 
who seeks equity mast do equity, The 
Assistant Judge pat this point very 
clearly. The Emperor of Japan, he} 
said, “ voluntarily comes into this Court 
and asks the aid of the Court to recover 
damages against a British steamer which 


| ‘The Court has never hesitated to | 
exercise its powers against a foreign | 
Government to this extent;” and 
Lord Justice Cotton said: “When a 
Government comes.in as a suitor, it 
subthits to the jurisdiction of the 
Court and to all orders which may 
properly be made. - Regard must of 
course be had to the fact that in this 
case the King of the Belgians {4s a 


‘the event of both vessels being found to 


plaintiff comes in on the same terms as 


The Master, of the Rolls said : “It has 


Sovereign Prince, but the order is 
-nevertheless a proper one.” Consider- 
ing these precedents, and the others of 
almost equal importance quoted by Mr. 
Hannen and Mr. Jamieson, we cannot 
doubt that they were right in revers- 
ing Mr. Mowat’s decision. This is 
certainly the view of the average 
layman, and will, we believe, be the 
view taken by the Privy Council, if 


chances of an action in the Japanese 

-, the Japanese Government sho eci 

Courts againt the wrong-doer ? Stated . P ; should decide 
: to carry the question to that last 


thus plainly it seems to me to be a lees ; 
Sot Saka a ' tribunal. 

proposition very difficult to support on | 

any principle of justice or equity, If 

this Court has jurisdiction in the suit 

at all, must it not be taken that the 


he alleges has sunk one of his war 
vessels, . . ‘The qnestion is, has the | 
Emperor of Japan auy right as he con- 
tends, to ask that his claim be determined 
wholly without reference to the damages 
sustained by defendants, and that he be at 
liberty to recover his damages even in 


blame, leaving. the defendants to the 


a 


he would come in to any Court in Her 
Majesty's dominions, that Is; as sub- 
mitting to the jurisdiction of the Court 
so that all proper orders may be made 
against him, and thus enable the Court 
to do complete justice between the 
parties? Must he not when seeking 
justice be held as offering to do} 
justice ?” 

Against the argument that because 
the Emperor of Japan could not have) 
an original suit brought against him, 
he therefore could not be subject to 


-a counterclaim, the case of the Ner- 


batile is relied on. ‘This was a case in 
which the owners of the Louise Marie-—— 

a Belgian mail steamer, the property 

of the King of the Belgians, brought 

an action against the Newbdattle, there 

having been a collision between the 

two vessels. The owners of the New- 

battle counterclaimed, and the Re-, 

gistrar in the English Court ordered : 
all proceedings in the action to be 
stayed until the Lowise Marie gave 
security ‘to answer the counterclaim. 
The Louise Marie moved in the Court 
of Appeal to rescind the order of the} | 
Registrar, bat the Master of the Rolls, 
Lord Justice Cotton and Lord Justice 
Lindley assefting, disallowed the appeal. 


always been held that if a Sovereign | 
Prince invokes the jurisdiction of the} 
Court as a plaintiff, the Court oan] 
make all proper orders against him. 
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Report on the Consumption of Silver in China as shown by the Balance of 
Trade between China and Foreign Countries, and on the effect 
of the Fall in Silver on prices of Commodities in 
China and on the Volume of Exports. 


BY 


G. JAMIESON, H. M. Covnsvt, 
SHANGHAI, 


In the following pages I propose to review 
the General Trade between China and Foreign 
countries during the last 23 years, with a view 
to showing: 1.—To what extent China has 
been an importer or exporter of the pre- 
cious metals since 1870. 2.—What has been 
the effect of the fall in the value of silver on 
prices of:—(a) Articles of Native origin 
commonly exported to Foreign countries; (4) 
Articles of Native origin Commonly produced 
for consumption in China itself. 3.—What 
has been the effect of the fall of silver 


in stimulating the volume of exports from 
China ? 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


China would seem to be peculiarly well 
situated for observing phenomena connected 
with changes in the value of the precious 
metals. There is a fair stock of both gold 
and silver in the country. Neither is produced 
to any extent at the present day within the 
country itself, but there is perfect freedom of 
transport to and from Foreign countries. 
There is no legislation in the country giving 
either metal a preference over the other as a 
medium of exchange. By common consent 
Silver is so used, not, however, in the form of 
national coins bearing a certain standard of 
value, but simply by weight, as one commodity 

t be exchanged for another. There is 

hing’ to Ay ge Bagg being used in payment, 

if the parties so re, and if so used, it would 

be taken by weight. The relative value of 

gold and silver changes day by day, and 

Closely follows the exchange on the London 
market. : 


' 
' 
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The Government of China has not been a 
borrower in the Foreign market to any appreci- 
able extent. Small loans have been contracted 
from time to time, but at the present moment 
they are nearly all paid off. ‘There has never, 
therefore, been any disturbance of values by 
the sudden augmentation of the stock of the 
precious metals in the country, and whatever 
minor effects the temporary borrowing may 
have had, have been counteracted by the 
subsequent repayment. 

Again, all the conditions regarding mode 
and cost of production of commodities in the 
interior have remained unchanged, The same 
methods of agriculture, of manufacture, and 
of transport are still in vogue as were used, 
not merely 20 years, but 100 or several 1,000 
years ago. There has been no cheapening of 
production, as in all western countries, by the 
introduction of machinery, the substitution of 
steam for manual labour, or by improved 
facilities of transport. With the exception of 
the steamboat service on the coast, the means 
of transport remain such as they have always 
been within the memory of man. The facilities 
provided for the interchange of commodities 
between the ports open to Foreign trade 
through Foreign steamers, have doubtless 
cheapened the productions of one province to 
the consumers of another, but on the whole, it 
does not appear that the cost of articles at the 
port of éddhatticls has been affected thereby. 


The Foreign trade of China now amounts to 
a total of some 52,000,000/. sterling, being 
the equivalent at the present rate of exchange 
of 235,000,000 Haikwan taels. This was 
composed for last year of imports, 27,000,000/., 
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and exports, 25,000,000/. The trade is thus 
large enough to allow free play to the adjust- 
ment of values through competition with those 
of the rest of the world. 


If, for instance, any article of general de- 
to be cheaper in China than _ elsewhere, 
competition would at once set in, and 
buyers would bid against one another 
until the equilibrium was restored. This 
result will be the same whether the relative 
cheapness is caused by a difference in the ex- 
change value of gold and silver or is due to 
other causes. Say that a sovereign will buy 
in London at any given time, a pound of raw 
silk and at the same time exchanges for 6 dol. 
in China, the price of a pound of raw silk 
in Shanghai will tend to conform to a 
standard of 6 dol., less duty and costs of 
transport. If, then, by a fall in rates of 
exchange the sovereign will produce 7 dol. in 
China, the price of silk in London remaining 
constant, the price of silk in Shanghai is 1 
dol. a pound below the London price. Com- 
petition at once sets in, and the price in 
Shanghai is quickly raised to 7 dol. Or sup- 
pe again, that the price of a pound of silk in 
ondon falls to 417s., while the gold value of 
silver falls as before, so that the 17s. will produce 
in China approximately 6 dol. The price of 
silk in China will not be affected, but the price 
of gold will. Gold, as a commodity, is then 
1§ per cent. cheaper in China than in London, 
and Foreign buyers will bid against one an- 
other so long as any holders can be found 
willing to sell until equilibrium is restored. 


It is thus evident that changes in the rela- 
tive value of gold and silver arising in Europe 
will, through the agency of international com- 
merce, immediately have their full effect in the 
altered purchasing power of the two metals 
all the world over, and in China no less than 
elsewhere; and inasmuch as, for the reasons 
before stated, the problems connected with 
cost of production which complicate questions 
of this nature in Europe, and even in India, 
are here absent, it would seem that China is a 
very favourable field for observing the effect 
of the fall in silver on prices generally. 


1.—Question oF THE Bacance or TRADE IN THE 
Forsicn Commerce oF Cura, lurorts 
anp Exports or BuLLion. 


The first point I wish to ¢xamine, is the effect 
of Foreign trade on the stock of the precious 
| metals in the country. 


Unfortunately, no statistics of the movements 
of bullion are available until a comparatively 
recent date. The only agency by which 
information of this kind could be collected and 
preserved is the Imperial Maritime Customs. 
Statistics of the values of imports and exports 
of merchandise have been published by 
this department since about the year 1863, 
and ever since 1870 the returns have been 
compiled with great care, and may now 
be accepted as being as accurate as the 
nature of the case will allow. Unfortunate- 
ly, however, the import and export of bullion 
formed an exception. As bullion paid no 
duty, no permit was required for its being 
shipped or landed, and consequently no ac- 
curate check was possible on the quantities 
entering or leaving the country. To some 
extent these drawbacks are still in operation, 
but a greater desire on the part of the Customs 
authorities to ensure accuracy, and a greater 
willingness on the part of merchants and 
bankers to co-operate, have combined to make 
the returns of bullion published for the last 
four or five years fairly trustworthy. 

The only means, therefore, by which a 
general notion can be got of the extent to 
which silver has been entering or leaving 
the country during the last 20 years, is by 
a comparison of the values of the imports 
and exports. If these are accurately given 
they ought either to balance, or, if they do 
not, the difference must be made up by a 
corresponding import or export of either gold 
or silver. ‘There is no private transmission 
of capital from Europe for investment to any 
extent and the Chinese Government having, as 
I said, practically paid off the only small loans 
she ever contracted, there is no national 
indebtedness on the one side or the other to 
complicate the account other than that arising 
from the summing-up of the year’s transactions. 


I propose, then, to examine the returns 
published by the Chinese Imperial Customs, 
with a view of ascertaining on which side the 
balance of trade lies, and to what extent. 
These returns, however, require several cor- 
rections before they can be used for this 
purpose, If the annual values of the imports 
and exports as there given are added together, 
say for the past 20 years, it will appear as if 
the imports out-valued the e by some 
2,000,000/. per annum, and , therefore, 
there has Sori a constant outflow of the 
precious metals to that extent. This is by no 
means the true state of facts, and a few brief 
explanations are necessary to show what 
corrections and allowances must be made. 
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In the first place, the values given in these 
returns are the market values at the port of 
landing or shipment, as the case fnay be. A 
moment’s consideration will show that this is 
not the value at which the one sort of 
merchandise can be set off against the other, 
that is, the imports against the exports. 
Take, for instance, a consignment of Manches- 
ter goods arriving from England for sale by a 
local agent which fetches on the market 10,000 
taels. The whole of this sum is not available 
for remittance to the owner in England. The 
local agent, before he can put the goods on 
the market, has had to pay duty and landing 
charges, perhaps also storage and insurance, 
and he expects also a commission as seller. 
He makes up his account thus :-— 


Amount 

Paid duty... ... us: es ee 
Commission and charges... i on ee 
Balance to be remitted ... ... ... ,, 9,100 
Total Reale: x pee .«. 1 ls. 10,000 


If his principal has instructed him to invest 
the proceeds in Native produce for shipment 
to London, instead of remitting, he will take 
care to purchase only such an amount as will 
leave him enough in hand to pay the export 
duty and his commission and charges. His 
account will then run thus :— 


Amount. 

Bought, say 500 piculs tea @ 1 st taels Tls. 7,500 
Paid duty at 2.50 taels_... sau. gp. $080 
Commission and charges ... c=... Ae 
WUE ee pag WE 88k SE ...Tls, 9,100 


The transaction is thus closed from an 
international point of view; there is no balance 
to be remitted on either side. But it is evident 
that it would be quite erroneous to represent, 
as the Customs returns do, that the double 
transaction meant that imports to the value of 
10,000 taels had come into the country and 
exports to the value of 7,500 taels had left. 
What really took place was an import of the 
value of 9,100 taels and an export of an 
identical value. 


It will be noticed that I have taken 
= e of freight outward, This, though 
id and charged by the exporting 

sea ors not really enter into the transac- 

tone cause. if para by the shipper it has to 
be remitted by the agent of the vessel to the 


shipowner; all ocean-going vessels being 
, and so comes to the same 


thing as if net paid here at all. So I have not 


allowed anything for importer's profit, but only 
selling commission, as that is in the long run 
what meets the local expenditure of the Foreign 
merchants or agents. If they are themselves 
principals they will call whatever surplus 
remains over after the transaction is closed, 
profit, but in so far as this exceeds a commis- 
sion, it will eventually be remitted to the country 
of the Foreign merchant. 


The Customs returns must therefore be cor- 
rected by deducting from the imports and ad- 
ding to exports, duty and charges in each case. 
The Customs authorities have recognised the 
necessity of this correction, and have, since 
1890, introduced into the returns for each port 
an amendment purporting to show the true 
values of imports and exports at the moment of 
landing and shipment respectively. With the 
general principle and the reasons given for the 
correction I entirely agree, but it seems to me 
that in making the correction an error of fact 
has been introduced which overstates the values 
very considerably in favour of China, and leaves 
the result still untrustworthy. I allued to the 
per-centage which is added to exports and 
deducted from imports by way of commission 
and charges. 


This is taken for imports at 7 per cent., and 
for exports at 8 percent. These figures, so far 
as | have been able to ascertain, are far too 
large. -The true way to look at the Foreign 
trade of China, which is all done by Foreign 
capital, is to regard it, so far as local charges 
go, as purely a commission business. What 
ought to be deducted from market value of 
imports under this heading, is the sum of all 
local expenditure incurred in carrying on the 
business, #.¢., everything paid locally and spent 
in the country. So for exports you must 
add all expenditure accruing to China between 
the purchase in the market and the point of 
shipment. This is a matter of fact, which can 
only be determined by a reference to those 
that know, and collating all the information 
that I have been able to gather, | think 
that 4 per cent. all round is enough to cover 
everything. This, of course, is exclusive of duty, 
the amount of which is known, and on this 
basis | have made the calculations that follow. 


The next point to be noticed is that, previous 
to 1887, the Customs returns did not represent 


_ the whole of the Foreign trade of China. The 


proximity of the colony of Hongkong to the 
mainland of China enables a large trade to be 
carried on by Native junks, which have for 
many years imported, into the several towns 
along the southern coast, quantities of Foreign 
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manufactures, and have conveyed into Hong- 
kong more or less of Native produce destined 
for Foreign consumption, neither of which 
came within the purview of the Foreign Mari- 
time Customs. No statistics were obtainable 
at the Native offices, and, Hongkong being a 
free port, no Information as to the values of 
junk cargoes was to be procured on that side. 
Consequently it was impossible to form any 
accurate sort of estimate as to the amount of 
this trade, or as to the proportion. which the 
imports bore to the exports. One_ thing, 
however, was known, and that was that almost 
all the Indian opium. consumed in Southern 
China entered by these junks, and not through 
the Foreign Customs. This alone made it 
quite certain that a great deal more in value 
entered China by this means than came out. 
It was estimated that from 15,000 to 18,000 
chests of opium entered China in this way, 
which, at an average cost in Hongkong of 350 
taels. per chest, made an indebtedness on the 
part of China and increased the national bill 
against her by Some 5,000,000 taels to 6,000,000 
taels per annum. 


In 1887 the control of the junk trade be- 
tween Hongkong and the mainland was by in- 
ternational convention placed*in the hands of 
the Maritime Customs, since which time we have 
had accurate accounts published of all mer- 
chandise passing between Hongkong and China 
in Native craft. The first and most con- 
spicuous result of this, was that the import of 
Indian opium into Canton by steamer, which 
had for many years been merely nominal, 
suddenly sprang to 6,000,000 taels in 1888, 
and has remained since at between 5,000,000 
taels and 6,000,000 taels. I find that during 
the five years, 1888 to 1892, the values 
of the junk cargoes, including such opium 
as they carry, approximately balance each 
other. Reasoning backwards, then, from 
what has been ascertained since the junk trade 
came under review, I conclude that the value 
of the Foreign imports into China by way of 
junk exceeded the exports by about 5,000,000 
taels. This, therefore, is the sum which must 
be added to the imports into China each year 
in making up the balance prior to 1887. 


A small amount of trade finds its way by 
junk to other Foreign ports, but this can have 
no appreciable effect on the general result, 
and it may be said that we have thus 
accounted for the whole of the sea-borne trade 
of China. As to what takes place on the 
western or northern frontier, we have no 
information, and for the present that must be 


left out of account. The brick tea trade with 
Russian Siberia, I may add, is accounted for 
in the Customs Returns. 


There are several other items which ought 
to be noticed, if a strictly accurate account is 
to be taken, between China and Foreign 
nations, but I content myself here by merely 
indicating them without attempting to strike a 
balance between those that make for and 
those that make against China. I do so, 
firsily, because I have no data that can be 
entirely relied upon; and secondly, because, 
taking a rough estimate, the one set of items 
may be considered as on the whole a fair set-off 
against the other. 


To the debit of China are the following :— 


1. Rents and profits from Foreign capital 
invested in China. The value of land alone 
within the Foreign Settlement of Shanghai is 
estimated at about 20,000,000 taels, and 
the buildings thereon may be taken as worth 
half as much. This gives a total of 30,000,000 
taels, of which perhaps half is owned by 
Foreigners resident out of the country, mostly, 
of course, in England. ‘Taking interest on this 
at 6 per cent. to 7 per cent., we have an annual 
sum to be remitted of about 1,000,000 taels on 
this head alone. The like profits from other 
ports would, of course, swell this considerably. 


2. Earnings of Foreign-owned vessels en- 
gaged in the coasting trade, so far as divisible 
abroad, and remittances for purchase of new 
steamers both Foreign and Chinese owned. 


3. Expenditure on Chinese Government ac- 
count for vessels of war, and for purchase of 
arms and munitions of war, for machinery for 
Government arsenals, and for expenses con- 
nected with Legations and Consulates abroad. 


And lastly, there are still small annual pay- 
ments to be made in respect of the interest of 
unexpired loans. 1 do not include the principal 
as that would merely be a cross entry. 


All these items must amount to a very 
considerable sum per annum, but they are 
fully balanced by the considerations on the 
other side which are :— 


1. Disbursements in Chinese ports of 
Foreign-owned vessels engaged in the inter- 
national trade. As no freight is assumed to 
be payable in China, an allowance must be 
alk for ships’ disbursements, tonnage dues, 
and repairs while in Chinese waters. 


2. Wages and other disbursements of 
Foreign men-of-war serving on China station. 
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3. Salaries and expenses of Foreign Legations 
and Consulates in China, as also Salaries and 
expenses of Missionaries, no inconsiderable 
item. 

4. And last, there are the earnings and 
savings of Chinese in Foreign ports—San 


Francisco, AuStralia, Java, Manila, the 
Straits Settlements, &c., all of which 
ultimately find their way to China. This 


must be a very large item, and one which is 
probably increasing. 

It being, however, impossible, with our 
present information, to strike any exact balance 
between these opposing accounts, I leave them 
to stand against each other. 


Allowing for the various corrections and 
additions in the manner I have indicated, the 
balance of trade between China and Foreign 
countries presents itself as follows :— 


Taste oF ImporTs Into, AnD Exports. FRoM, 
CHINA, DURING THE YEARS 1865-92, SHOWING 
BaLANCE FOR AND AGAINST CHINA EVERY 


YeEar.* 
Balance Balance. 

Year. Imports. Exports. for China against. 

Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. 
1865 ... 55,861,000 ... 60,161,000 ... 4,300,000 ... — 
i866 ... 66,852,000 ... 56,280,000 ... _ .-» 10,072,000 
1867 ... 61,930,000 ... 58,167,000 ... -- «+ 8,768,000 
1868 ... 62,595,000 ... 68,691,000 ... 6,096,000 ... — 
1809 ... 66,091,000 ... 67,114,000 ... 1,023,000 ... — 
1870 ... 62,720,000 61,771,000 ... a= aed 949,000 
i871 ... 68,606,000 74,773,000 ... 6,167,000 ... ~- 
1572 ... 66,006,000 84,189,000 ...15,043,000 ... -- 
1873 ... 65,820,000 77,207,000 ...11,887,000 ... -- 
1874 ... 68,195,000 ... 74,915,000 ...11,790,000 .. — 
1875 ... 66,844,000 77,308,000 ...10,964,000 ... — 
1876 ... 68,568,000 ... 89,856,000 ...21,298.000 ... — 
i877 ... 71,206,000 ... 75,845,000 ... 4,549,000 ... —_— 
1878 ... 68,992,000 ... 75,661,000 ... 6,709,000 ... — 
1879 ... 79,290,000 ... 81,150,000 ... 1,860,000 ... — 
i880 ... 76,689,000 ... 87,694,000 ...11,005,000 ... — 
i881 ... 88,432,000 ... 81,179,000 ... —  ... 7,958,000 
i882 ... 75,120,000 ... 76,617,000 ... 1,507,000 ... — 
Iss’ ... 71,400,000 ... 79,168,000 ... 7,763,000 ... — 
Iss4 ... 70,660,000 ... 76,121,000 ... 5,471,000 ... — 
1885 ... 84,808,000 ... 73,899,000 ... — ..» 10,904,000 
1886 ... 64,168,000 ... 87,828,000 ... 3,165,000 ... — 
1887 ... 04,701,000 ... 95,932,000 ... 1,231,000 .. — 
1888 ...111,662,000 ...102,596,000 ... — 9,066,000 
1889 ... 99,066,000 ...107,208,000 ... 8,147, the — 
1890 ...118,082,000 ... 96,695,000 ... — .«- 16,387,000 
Isvl ...118,738,000 ...111,499,000 ... = 7,234,000 
i802 ...120,758,000 ...113,101,000 ... — 7,652,000 


The most noticeable features in this table 
are these :— 


ist. From 1865 up to 1870 the imports and 
exports very nearly balance. 


2nd, From 1871 to 1880 there is a uniform 
balance in favour of China, indicating a flow of 
silver from Europe to China. The total amount 
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*Valuesin Haikwan taels, the exchange of which 
: London, varies, trom 6s. 6d. in 1866-73 to 4s. 4d. in 
S92. 
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of silver thus absorbed would appear to be about 


100,000,000 taels, of a sterling value of 
30,000,000/7. The value of the tael fell in 
those 10 years continuously from 6s. 8d. in 
1872, to $s. 8d. in 1880. 


3rd. During the period from 1881 to 1887, 
the imports, and exports again approximately 
balance, and from 1888 to date there has been 
an adverse balance against China, amounting 
in the aggregate to about 32,000,000 taels, 
and indicating a corresponding drain of one 
or other of the precious metals from China. 
The value of the tael was approximately 
steady from 1879 to 1884 at $s. 7d. From 
1884 to _1892 it has fallen continuously from 
Ss. 7d. to 4s. 4d. lt is thus impossible to trace 
any direct relation between the value of the 
tael and the proportion between imports and 
exports. 

No sufficient data are obtainable for a 
reliable return of the import and export of 
treasure so as to check the accuracy of these 
figures, prior to 1888. Since that year, 
however, statistics of the movement of bullion 
and specie between China and _ Foreign 
countries have been published by the Customs 
authorities, and I present in the following 
table a summary of the net result :— 


Taste SuHowrne Net Movement or TREASURE 
DURING THE YEARS 1888-92. 


Imports. Exports. 


Gold. Silver. Gold. Silver. 

Year. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. 

EE ssittnncee _ _ 1.678.000 1,911,000 
a — 6,005,000 1,625,000 — 

ers — — 1,788,000 8.557 ,000 

BE ‘wtndebdes — — 8.693,000 8,118,000 

DOI ccstiiati = — 7,332,000 4,825,000 


Combining the two tables together from the 
year 1888, we get the following result :— 
Imports. Exports, 


Merchandise. Treasure. Merchandise. Treasure. 


Year. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. 
a 111,662,000 — 102,596,000 8.589.000 
1889 ......... 99,056,000 6,005,000 107,208,000 1,625,000 
EA 113,082,000 — 96,695,000 6,840,000 
SE niche 118,738,000 — 111,.499.000 6.806.000 
a “heesas 120,753,000 — 118,101,000 12,157,000 


Total...563,286,000 6,005,000 631,004,000 29,517,000 


Total Imports, Treasure 
and Merchandise.... } 569,291,000 


Tottind Merchandise... $ 00:611,000 

The small discrepancy between the two sides 
of the account may, | think, be easily"explained 
by ascribing it to the increased earnings of the 
crowds of Chinese who now find profitable 
employment in Singapore, Penang, and the 
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In speaking of the subordinate matters which 
enter into the account for and against China, | 
assumed that they mutually balanced. But it 
may well be that there is, on the whole, a 
balance in favour of China arising from the 
remittances of her emigrants, and that this 
enters the country as merchandise and not as 
treasure. As the figures stand, China appears 
to have got some 8,500,000 taels in the § years 
more than she has paid for, and the sugges- 
tion is that she pays for it in this way, viz.: by 
using the savings of her subjects abroad which 
would otherwise come as treasure. 


It is thus apparent that, though the foregoing 
tables do not accurately balance, they mutually 
confirm each other, and fully establish two 
facts :— 


ist. That China has taken no silver off the 
European market for a number of years, and, 


2nd. That there has been a small but in.’ 


creasing flow of gold from China to Europe. 

By way of further illustrating the move- 
ments of the precious metals as between China 
and Foreign countries, | present a summary of 
an unofficial return which has been furnished 
me by one of the banks in Hongkong, showing 
the imports into and exports from Hongkong of 
specie and bullion for the years 1884-92. 
This return. considers Hongkong as forming 
one group with China, which indeed for statistical 
purposes it may be deemed to be, and takes 
note only of gold or silver coming into Hongkong 
from Foreign countries, or leaving Hongkong 
for Foreign countries. 


Rercrn or Treasure Entertne ann Leavine 
Hon@konG FROM AND TO ALL PLACES OTHER 
THAN UOHINA DURING THE YRars 1884-92. 


Imports. Exports. 
Year, Gold, Silver. Gold. Silver 
Hk. Tis. Ak. Tis. Hk, tle Ok. Ula, 


1884 .... 600,000 11,047,000 8,020,000 6,997,000 
1885 .... 17¢,000 8 119,000 6,772,000 10,604,000 
1886 .... 695,000 6,912,000 2,620,900 65,100,0 0 
1887 ....1,235,000 7,659,000 8,870,000 7,742,000 
1888 ....1,175,000 4,653,000 4,289,000 9,916,000 
1889 ....1,045,000 9,305,000 4,099,000 5,936,000 
1890 ....1,323,000 5,885,000 2,927,000 8,212,000 
1891 ....1,027,000 4,814,000 4,075,000 8.775,"00 
1892 ....1,583,000 7,960,000 6,140,000 5,483,000 


Total..8,858,000 65,854,000 $8,812,000 68,064,000 


Value, 
Currency. Sterling. 
ik Tl. <£ 
Net export of gold for 9 years. + 27,959,000 ** 
Equivelent, at average ex- 
Change, tO 2... cesecess oe 6,989,000 
Net export of silver for 9 years. 2,210,000 


Equivalent to TTETELLICL LL ee 552,000 


other settlements of the Malayan Peninsula. 


This return mast not be taken for more than 
it is intended, viz.: a rough estimate of the 
amount of specie or bullion entering and 
leaving China by way of Hongkong. It does 
not purport to represent the whole movement 
of the precious metals bet ween China (including 
Hongkong) and Foreign countries, because a 
great deal is imported direct into Shanghai 
both from Europe and America, and it is on 
this point that statistics are wanting prior to 
1888. But taking the return as far as it goes, 
it does seem to confirm the conclusion already 
come to, viz.: that China has not been, for 
the last 10 years, an importer of silver to any 
appreciable extent. 

This will probably appear surprising to 
many and contrary to what might reasonably 
have been expected in view of the great fall in 
the price of silver, but the facts seem too strong 
to admit of any other conclusion. Why it 
should be so I cannot otherwise explain than by 
saying that: the Chinese are ready and willing 
customers for our manunfactures to the full ex- 
tent of their means, and even a little over. 
Their own exports have grown fairly well, as 
will be seen by a reference tothe foregoing table, 
but their imports have fully kept pave. They 
invest all the proceeds of what they sell in 
Foreign wares, and they have, in addition, 
been sending a good deal of gold and a small 
amount of silver to pay for their purchases, 


The amount of gold sent out of the country 
during the Jast ten or fifteen years must be 
considerable, and it is a question of some in- 
terest to ascertain where it comes from. A 
certain quantity is simply a re-export of gold 
sovereigns brought by returned emigrants 
from San Francisco and Australia, but the 
bulk of it is a genuine export of the country 
iteelf. So far as we know no gold mines are 
now worked to any extent within the bounds 
of China Proper. A small amount finds its 
way down from the Russo-Siberian frontier 
and from certain gold washings in the Amoor 
River, but that cannot be much. 


The gold fur export comes mainly from the 
private hoards of wealthy Chinese where it 
may have been for generations in the shape of 
bracelets, hair-pins aud other ornaments, 
bemg tempted out by the unprec:dentedly 
high price now paid for it. There is also a 
considerable amonunt of gold in the shape of 
bars which pass especially in the north as an 
article of commerce. It is said that one of 
the principal uses to which such bars are put 
is to xr eas the medium in which presents 
aré made to high officials. 


In one form or other a very considerable 
amount of gold exists in China, and [| appre- 
hend that there will be, so long as the present 
rate of exchange lasts, a continuous export to 
Kurope. 

2. Purcaastne Power or Sriver. 


I now come to the second of the questions [ 
proposed to discuss, viz., the endeavour to 
ascertain whether the prices of commodities 
in Uhina have altered during the last 20 
years ; in other words, whether the purchasing 
power of silyer has varied with the varying 
exchange. ‘ 

To illustrate this I have compiled three 
tables of prices of commodities, which are 
hereto appended and marked A, B, and CO, 

The first, Table A, comprises articles which 
are exclusively, or principally both produced 
and consumed in China. 


The second, Table B, comprises articles pro- 
duced in China, but destined for the most 
part for Foreign consumption. 

The third, Table OC, comprises articles pro- 
duced abroad but consumed in China. 


The prices given in Table A are compiled 
from Customs values, and are, as far as possible, 
the prices at the ports of production. The 
prices in Tables B and C are compiled either 
from Customs values or from Chamber of Com- 
merce price lists and other contemporaneous 
market reports. Al/ three tables are, | believe, 
as accurate ss the nature of the case will 
allow. At all events, they represent beyond 
dispute the general tendency of prices, spread 
over a series of years. 


An examination of those tables will, I think, 
establish the following conclusions :— 


1, As regards articles which are both 
produced and consumed in China, silver pricas 
have on the whole tended to decline. There 
is a moderate rise in a few articles, principally. 
fuod stuffs, but all over there is a decline of 
about 9 per cent. 


2. As regards articles of Native origin 
exported to Foreign countries, the silver 
price has not advanced with the fall in 
exchange. Prices, on the whole, are almost 
exactly on the level of the years 1870 to 1874. 


3. As regards articles of Foreign manufac. 
tare or production imported for sale in China, 
the average price in silver has declined very 
considerably. 


Chinese can now obtain their supplies at a 
less cost even in silver than they could 20 
years ago by some 26 per cent. 
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In other words, the, purchasing power of 
silver has not declined\in respect to any of 
the classes of commodities;and has even con- 
siderably increased in respedt of the first and 
last classes. ‘ 


The purchasing power of gold, on the other 
hand—that is its local market value--has 
steadily advanced with every successive fall in 
the rates of exchange on London, till now 4s. 
will purchase what formerly required 6s. 6d., 
or 601. will now do what used to require 1001. 
This is best illustrated by putting the gold 
and silver prices side by side as follows : — 


The several quantities of commodities enu- 
merated in the tables could have been bought 
as below. 


Those in Table A could have been bought :— 


Amount. 
Year. Currency. Sterling. 
Hk. Taels. £ se. 
OF es es 26 10 
er 16 12 
Taste B. 
Amount. 
Year. Currency. Sterling. 
Hk. Taels. £°s 
rors 121 17 
1892... eee see see 381-21 83 0 
Taste O. 
Amount, 
Currency. Sterling. 
Veor. Hk. Taels. £ s. 
me EPEG cocscouce TTT TITTiT. 14 0 
a *e ©2888 ore 6 10 


As regards Table A the result arrived at 
will not appear surprising. The only way, it 
would seem, in which Foreign trade or the 
fluctuations of Foreign exchanges can affect 
internal prices, ¢.¢., prices of articles which 
are not in demand for Foreign trade, is by 
drawing away or bringing in one or other of 
the precious metals. If the result of Foreign 
trade is to cause a flow of silver into or out of 
the country, the value or the purchasing power 
of silver will tend to fall or rise as the case 
may be, and so with gold. Bat, as we have 
seen, there has been no great addition to the 
stock of silver in China during the period 
under review, and consequently we ought not 
to expect a general rise in prices. The finc- 
tuations which we find in the prices of com- 
modities in Table A can, indeed, be shown to 
coincide closely with the greater or less supply 
of silver. From 1870 to 1880 there was a 
continuous favourable balance of trade, indicat- 
ing a flow of silver into China, 
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Accordingly we find there is daring this 
period a tendency of prices to advance, From 
ISSU ouwards there has been vo silver coming 
to China, and as without this extraneous 
eupply the stock in the country is insaflicient 
to meet the growing wants of commerce, the 
price of commodities tends to fall. 


As regards Table B, the conclusions to be 
drawn from that are more perplexing. 

Given an equilibritm of prices at any time 
between a silver-using and gold-using country, 
say, between China and England, any subse- 
quent fallin the gold price of silver must, it 
would seem, have in respect to exports from 
China one or other of three results. It must 
either raise the price to the Chinese producer, 
or it mast lower the price to the English con- 
sumer, or the difference must remain as profit 
in the pockets of the middlemen. 


The last alternative is of course exciuded as 
a permanent result. The immediate effect of 
a fall is no doubt to enable the merchant to rea- 
lize a better profit on merchandise at the time 
in transit, but competition quickly puts an end 
to this. As between the other two alternatives 
one would be disposed to say “a priori” that 
the larger market would rule and that the goid 
price would tend to remain steady, leaving the 
adjustment to be made at the other side, In 
that case the silver price in China must rise. 


But it does not appear to beso. It is, 
I believe, a well-known fact in the commercial 
world, that it is always much easier to lower 
prices than to raise them. If you can afford 
to go down a $d. a bargain is much more 
easily strack than if you are bound to stand out 
for arise of add, It would seem then to be 
a general rule that adjustments following on a 
fall of exchange are always made along the line 
of least resistance, and that therefore it is 
not the China price that rises, but the London 
price that falls. Merchants operating on the 
usual privciples find it easier to buy Asiatic 
produce at the old prices and sell it in London 
at a concession, than to stand out for old 
prices at home, in order to be able to pay more 
to the producer. 


The experience of the last 20 years shows 
that wiih every fall in the gold price of silver, 
there has invariably been a simultaneons 
lowering in the gold price of commodities in 
Karope. This has variously been ascribed to 
the scarcity of gold or to the greater strain 
thrown upon existing stocks by its extended 
nse, or to a reduction in the cost of production, 
bat may it not be ascribed principally or 
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entirely to the competition of the produce of 
silver-using countries? If it is a fact that 
there has been no geveral rise in the silver 
price of produce in Lndia and China and other 
silver-using countries, or a less rise than the 
fall in silver should produce, then the gold 
price of such produce when imported into 
Europe must necessarily have fallen with the 
fall in exchange. 


From ‘his point of view it is really silver 
that rules the world; it is the purchasing 
power of, the cheaper metal that determines 
the price all over. Just as in a bi-metallic 
country the cheaper metal will drive out the 
dearer towards her mono-metallic neighbours, 
so, as between countries of different standards, 
will the prices prevailing in the country of the 
cheaper metal drag down prices all over to 
their own level. And reasoning forward from 
the experience of the past, it would not, per. 
haps, be too rash to conclude that prices of 
commodities in Kurope, so far as these can be 
drawn in any fair quantity from silver-nsing 
countries, must continue to decline with every 
further fall in silver. 


3. Vorume or Exports. 


In regard to the third matter of inquiry 
which I proposed to discuss, viz., how far the 
fall in silver has stimulated exports from 
China, an answer has in effect been supplied 
by the foregoing remarks. There has been a 
stimulus, but not such a stimulus as might 
have been expected. The stimulus has been 
a readiness on the part of Foreign merchants 
to buy Native produce of all sorts at current 
quotations, but not the stimalas which comes 
from offering higher prices. 

Such as it is, however, it has developed the 
exports very considerably, especially within the 
last few years. In 1872 the exports of Chiua 
stood in value approximately as follows -— 


Articles. Value. 
Hk. Ts. 
Silk and silk products... ose 26,140,000 
Tea, all kinds .. . 38,000.00 


Miscellaneous sila ies sda: ee i ee © 
In 1892 the figures were— 
Articles. Value. 
Hk. T's. 
Silk and silk products... ... ... «.. 38,292,000 
Vea, all kimds... <0. 21. see ces vee 25,983,010 
Miscellaneous ..  .... ... sss sce ove 33, 008,' 00 
The following table indicates in some 
detail the particular lines in which the general 
exports from China have developed, The 
prices of these articles will be found in Tables 
A and B. 


Value. . 

1879. 1880, 1892. 

Article. Hk. Tis, Hk. Tis. Hk, Tie. 
Silk, raw ......««23,762,000. 28,227,000 27,736,000 
bay * “Sele 293.000 947,000 2,603,000 


» Ppiece-goods.. 2,138,000 8,427°490 6,900,000 
Tea, biack & green.87,204,000 33,48" _.00 23,476,000 
a Mabie. asst vs 785,000 2/ S99 9,508,000 
Poas and beaus .. 246,000 16,10". 1,187,000 


Cot'on, raw (for 
J pan) ...... 894,000 180,000 5,089,009 


FIIGOS iv cecccecess 17,900 253 000 495,009 
Straw braid ...... 84,000 1,227,000 2,956,000 
WG cocccccssese 14 600 80.000 1,545,000 
S.ins and rugs.... 6.200 15%, 00 = 1,815,000 
Paper .ssceeseeess 250,000 612,000 1,572,000 
Matting ....se0e+. 438,000 583,000 1,292,000 
Suger, brown .... 618,000 2,452,000 1,609,000 
Tobacco...seeee+e 137,000 168,0:0 1,074,000 


Tea has always figured so prominently as 
ove of the products of China, that it could not 
be omitted from any list of exports, but the 
causes operating of late years to effect both 
its price and the volume of the export have 
been so exceptional that it ought not, perhaps, 
to be included in a table from which it is 
sought to draw general conclusions. As will 
be seen, both the price and the quantity have 
fallen off very mach, owing, of course, to the 
Indian competition. If tea, i.e. black tea, to 
which alone these remarks apply, were ex- 


claded from Table B, the figures then woes 


indicate a small general rise of prices. 


The price of raw silk has shown a tendpacy 
to decline, but silk has lately recovered, 
and now stands at about the level of 1873. 
The average value of China manufactured 
silk has advanced slightly, y the export 
has more than trebled. 


advanced some 15 per . or 16 per cent., 
with a large increase#of export; but, on the 
other hand, the pricgsdf raw cotton, the export 
of which has grown more than that of auy- 
thing else, ha n steady, and the prices of 
‘aud sugar, all of which show 
of export, have all gone down, 
ever, be remarked that these are 
ts to Kurope, but to silver-using 
ries such as Japan, Singapore, &., and 
aught rather to be classed with domestic 


The prices of straw ok and wool have 


. 
* It is thus difficult to formulate any general 
rule as to a relation between prices and volame 


of export, but it may be said that ou the whole, 
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leaving tea out of account, there has been a 
small advance in silver prices of articles sent 
to gold-using countries, and to this extent there 
has been a direct stimulus to exports. There 
seems every reason to expect that this 
tendency will be greatly enhanced in the 
near future, in view of the recent action of 
the Indian Government in fixing the value of 
the rupee in gold, which will probably have 
the double effect of still further depreciating 
silver and of limiting the silver using area 
whence produce can be drawn for the Euro- 
pean markets. Whenever silver falls below 
the normal line of ls. 4d. for the rupee, [nding 
produce will, it would seem, be unable to 

pete on the old terme with that of na. 
The area of cheaper prodace being Absis nar- 
rowed, it is probable that the pricesif ‘London 
will not continue to fall or will* not fall so 
much, and that will necessarily mean enhanced 
prices in China and an increased export, 


It unfortunately happens that, outside of 
tea and silk, Chin ry not produce many 
artislon that are,6f universal demand. Her 
one great industfy is agriculture, but agricul- 
ture to supply her own wants. - The export of 
rice, wh ‘and cereals of all kinds, except 
peas anp¢ beans, is absolutely forbidden. If 
“re otherwise, it is probable that the 
. of China might grow very fast, but 
hings are, I do not look for any very rapid 


‘téx pansion. 


t follows, therefore, that it is impossible to 
expect that China will, under present circum- 
stances, become a great consumer of silver. 

The conditions of the last few years which 
have made China an absoluie exporter of 
silver are doubtless abnormal. Under ordin- 
ary circumstances, China ought to be an im- 
porter, but, of course, she caunot get silver 
unless she gives value for it in some form or 
other. Her power of absorbing silver is mea- 
sured by the difference between the value of 
her exports and imports, and unless the former 
outvalue the latter, there is nothing left for 
ber to receive. I see no reason to suppose 
that China will, until things are greatly 
altered, take the place of India as an absorber 
of silver. 

Bat the undeveloped capacities of the 
couutry are enormous, and if the Government 
would only allow merchants a free hand in the 
matter of railways and manufactures, the trade 
of China might soon outrival that of India. 


There is probably no country in the world 


where capital is so much wayted, and where 
it could be used with greater benefit both to 
the borrower and the lender. 
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The amount of silver in the country is, I 
believe, surprisingly small, Here in Shanghai, 
which is the commercial metropolis, the stock 
at any given time, whether in Foreign or Native 
hands, seldom exceeds 3,000,000 taels, and is 
often much less. 

At Soochow and Hangchow, and other large 
inland centres, the estimate is usaally mach 
less than that, and in the country at large, and 
even in populous towns and villages, silver is 
rarely seen at all. Interest is high—ruanning 
from 5 per cent. to 12 per cent.—and that not 
on account of insecurity, but because the 
borrower can use the capital to such advantage 
as to make it worth his while to pay it. 


General Concuvsions. 


Viewing the situation from the Chinaman’s 
point of view, he finds that his tael or ounce of 
silver is just as valuable to him as it ever was. 
He can bay the same amount of all the ordin- 
ary necessaries of life for the same money as 
formerly, and of Foreign articles he can buy 
a great deal more. If he has things to sell to 
the Foreigner, he can usually get rather a 
better price than he used to get, and he finds 
the Foreigner mostly ready to buy, always 
excepting tea. His wages, rent, and taxes 
have remained unaltered, as has also the price 
of land. He can get the same interest on his 
spare capital if he has any. 

The only thing greatly changed is the 
price which Foreigners are willing to pay for 
gold, and their strong desire to get it. 
Formerly the price of gold was 15 to 16 
ounces weight of silver for one of gold, and 
there was not much demand for it. Now 
there is a universal desire to get it and send it 
out of the country at prices which have 
gradually risen from 16 taels to 18, 20, 24, 
and even 30 taels for 1 tael’s weight of gold. 
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Reverting to the questions which I pro. 
posed to myself at the ontset of this paper, 
the conclusions may be thas summarised :— 


1. China has not been within the memory 
of the present generation, a great absorber of 
silver. From 1870 to 1880 she did take off 
about 3,000,000/, per annum, but since 1880 
this process }, >, ceased, and ‘there has even 
ae of lat | oars 4 slight export. 

2. (a) The fall in the gold price of silver 
appears to have produced no effect on the 
general level of prices of articles produced and 
consumed in China. 

(b) As regards articles prodaced in China 
and commonly exported to gold-using countries 
there is a slight tendency toa general rise, 
This will probably be enhanced in the near 
future. 

3. The fall in the price of silver has 
stimulated exports by making it possible for 
Foreign merchants to purchase and export at a 
profit a large variety of miscellaneous articles 
which formerly would have yielded no return 
at all. The value of such miscellaneous articles 
has quadrupled withia the last ten years. Tea 
has declined very largely both in volume and 
price, but for this there are special reasons, 
Raw silk of best quality has increased some. 
what in volame, bat notin price. There has 
been a great increase in the quantity of waste 
and refuse silk exported, but the price has 
somewhat declined. 

A continued growth in the exports of China 
is to be expected, but under present conditions | 
it cannot attain to great dimensions. As the 
capability of China to absorb silver depends 
upon the excess of her exports over her im- 
porta, there is no reason to expect that China 
will, within the next few years at all events, 
take large quantitics silver off the Kuropean 
market, 
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Annex A.—Taste showing Fluctuations in Prices of Commodities Entering into the Internal 
Trade of China during the Years 1870-92. 


Average 
ARTICLES Values 1875. 1876. 1877. 1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 1882, 1883 
: for Years ' , os ' . 2. :, 
1870—74 
Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. Hk. Tis. Uk.Tis. Uk.Tls Hk. Tis. 1k. Tis, Hk. Tis. Hk. Mls, 
Cotton, rAaw.......s.seeee Picul ... 10°23 102) 901 9:0 10°10 995 995 995 10°75 10°93 
Nankeens seeeeesterenees %* eee 320 «4°20 420 45) 449 4°51 3°50 3:50 400 86) 
Fish, dried ............+++ » wo O83St 660 647 7:00 750 720 7:20 7:20 7:50 6:50 
Lily flowers. .........++: os os al 666 650 650 7:00 750 7:50 6.0 6.0 700 610 
TRIG 00ccccvccves veecnssss pce a: ae 122 6«61°26~«CO1°25 1H 1°47 Soi 46120-2120 ss 1-8) 12 
WEED vvdesdaccccoeesevcee ee @i 2 «. Bees Bed Be} wey met Be! Be Pay 
Vermicelli .......s++0+++ » ww 306 500 5°00 550 600 600 600 60) 60) 45) 
© PI ariinccs scttdees - 0°67 O67 O73 090 O78 O76 w67 O64 O68 0°69 
Wood Oil .6. i00.0.ccecc000 ‘a 598 560 617 630 586 627 G19 653 653 6°63 
Hemp ....ccccccccccessvece 9° 682 7°48 918 900 895 843 852 26) 993i 904 
Paper, 2nd quality ... ,, 462 410 492 500 512 486 4655 578 %44-5 5°25 
To _ gee * 665 688 624 598 662 720 661 566 6.6 5°64 
Tallow, vegetable ...... 1 6=Clowe”Stié<SSsCG G.—s7'BO’sC8t0 SOKA CRS C721 2O7'89 =—7'35 «7-47 
Wax, white............... vy picul. 552 460 470 449 460 490 S37 56) 540 4°37 
Grass cloth.............+. 2710 226 1°97 286 2386 3:10 3:10 2:84 267 2:59 
Sugar, brown.......... ».Picul 233 247 2°08 26) 294 325 B12 298 Bil 3298 
Flour, potato ............ ind 176 «tli 1°19 #+%21225 %&Ahi 1°86 «61°40 ) «64h «61°40 «(1°85 
Oranges, fresh ......... - 136 1°01 O94 41:18 O83 O76 O79 O77 O84 OB 
Samshu(Nativespirit) ,,_ ... 3:47 400 800 400 6°00 475 696 4:7 3:62 4:00 
Gwe, COW  ......ceeeeeees fpicul. o98 165 1°36 1°33 122 #107 «O88 O85 O83 0°85 
DOU ccctic cdvscscsicccevscdecsvoce 81°56 82°31 95°96 88°59 92°67 98°22 89°49 82°05 Qu°Bu 85-54 
ARTICLES. 1884. 1835. 1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 1890. 1891. 1892. 
Hk. Tis, Hk.'!'ls, H.Tis Hk. Tis, Hk.Tis, Hk Tis, Hk.Tis. Hk.Tis, Hk 1s. 
Cabot, TOW ccicccedetvsves POGUE | dhe cnccbdndtine 11°35 11°50 10°84 10°00 11°00 10°00 10°00 108) lu-Ov 
IGRROOMS “ccdcceccocccess eee ee 400 4:0 394 4°00 4000 40) 4°00 4°00 4°00 
Fish, dried ........ ‘eee al ©. Sisewacdibudednn 784 711 665 624 650 642 280 476 6-00 
Lily flowers  .......0+.4, og” ‘Weecee beaet . O50 540 600 5°40 64) 6410 § 40 4:60 4°50 
BRPOD cess cccepececescepscecce oa. wpoeenashelbaea 1:20 1°60 180 13) 1°40 1°40 1:3) 1:80 1-50 
WEED cccpccpcccceceneseece sh eeee aensabene 1:20 1°20 3°59 3:20 1°40 1°90 3-8) 1:45 1-3) 
Vermicelli .......cc-ccecs age 8 Pee ae 502 5 0 400 485 485 485 485 41) 410 
Beancake ....cccceseesseees stb. . Obopnegenonteen 072 vu63 wl O80 U8) O89 OBL O74 O'7Fs 
Wood oil .......00+++ ros eee ont Rqnncesgenent . 630 704 685 562 496 41) 483 6°42 5°50 
Hemp ..cccosssccoreenes iis eae: <enene atietiinws 8°09 7:54 7°63 658 621 670 6&5 76 5:39 580 
Paper, 2nd quality ... 45 — ceereseersevers 600 587 &7 56545 466 317 315 2.63 3.00 
Tobacco, leaf ........+... pe ti 2 deeccodinpeédbes 501 718 626 & 2 SOL 586 483 6°91 6-9) 
Tallow, vegetablo...... sgt, Penpventiietibes . 662 536 590 692 496 672 654 619 620 
Wak WRIED. .coccccoccoce: Yr picul.......+ , 509 498 4835 4655 482 3:32 3°37 3:26 4:30 
Glass cloth .....0..0...00+ sit < nboccnibedosioe 316 3°38 220 23:78 255 262 250 27) .2-60 
Sugar, brown ....6...6+Picul ... ..ce,seeee 2:8 24: 248 242 24) 238 236 2:86 2:28 
Fiour, Potato ... .cssscce 99 — evvevevesecees , £6 2 Pss. ioe ite. 7G 1°77 1B 196 1% 
Oranges, fresh ...... sen: OD « . Oubeooespeibens 0-73 O79 O89 O91 ODPL Llt O87 UBB OD 
Samshu (Native spirit) ,,  .....0.04...... 544 598 400 468 #%302 4470 S18 474 3-61 
GlU@, COW... .cccceeeeces Ye Picul......0...008 Usl u86 U87 wt uP Lu? O92 %11°:09 1-91 
Mohal ..cccvccecccccescccceccecvecseccssececeese OF GOL 89°73 83°47 79:90 77°35 77°61 72°47 74:°63- 74-97 
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Annex B.—Tastx showing Flactuations in Prices of Commodities Produced in China and 
Exported to Foreign Countries during the Years 1870.92. 


Average 
Value for . e 
A ticles, rope 1875. 1876, I+77, 1878. 1879 1880. 1881. 1883. 1883. 
1870-74. 

tk Tis. Hk.Tis. Hk Tis. Hk.Tis. Hk.Tlea. Bk.Tis, Hk.Tis. Hk Tis. Hk.Tis. Hk.Tls 

Silk, raw, No. 4, 
Taunt ©€@ ..0. vg picul 89°60 815 SI6o 85:10 8480 8600 81559 87:8) 8510 86:90 
Bile, wild .cccee § wee SHSU 8400 69°20 Gu'sB 489R 43°41 47°04 4890 4215 43°87 
.. @ocoons .. Picul.. 7O20 7848 . 7876 8-38 G68sl 6455 65245 6559 6394 687" 
=——~— st. ae 60838 4050 4780 $3530 8690 4440 6023 5784 4786 #5638 
» piece g oda, pical 760 6220 6780 6860 6060 6600 646) 6418 65755 6520: 
Tea, biack® .... Pical.. 28:8 2067 #£2i-sl 1749 17°88 isv7 617-64 1601 16°05 1701 
oo «BCCOR ccce 3236 2361 2447 =21°96 1980 2352 22-25 31°45 jw2°87 £4@C°42 
= WERORcccess gm 8 876 1148 11°82 41°90 6 97 5 05 Qt] 5 98 6°05 6°86 
Cassia ligme® «ste 8 02 5 09 6°25 581 4°.6 5 73 5°82 5°28 4°67 8°88 
Peas and beaus.. ., «> 0 90 O'r7 1°06 115 90 093 0°82 Ot 0-37 0°36 
Hides, -OW cccse 99 e8 7 91 8-80 7°76 7°90 7°89 917 12°00 1178 1170 1187 
Nutgalig.ceccsce 95 8 6 66 613 7°21 7°16 724 721 976 10°00 9°90 9°15 
Camphor cecsee yp oo 6-60 5-30 5-80 600 6°06 6°51 8.17 8 64 8:22 8°65 
Ruhbarb ...... § picul Oli 1070 10°40 9.74 1026 ? 67 8°63 9°02 6°70 7 03 
(Chimaware...... ticnal.. i*00 6 90 8°74 8°62 4-31 8°76 6°05 4°93 4°79 8-71 
Strawbraid eee i) ** 18°72 2 i*80 yD Ov 23°90 22°0vu 24°07 25°07 27°..0 27°00 25 03 
WOO seccdoosico w 06 617 6-21 6.51 741 7°00 6°56 6°58 6°49 8°75 812 
Total value in silver .. 875°06 89289 <410°29 411°59 845489 87331 87653 40100 85857 879°82 

23.4. 20.4. £e dd £4.d. £4.d. £4.d4. Bad. £8.d,. £8.d. £28. d. 


Equivalent in gold at 
var\ing «exchange 
Sight rate of exchange on 


London per Hk.Taels, 


Article 1884. 1885. 1887. 


- 12119 0 121 80 122 5 0 1238 9 0 1051101060 0 149 00111 20 108 70 1069 0 
066 062 05115 060 O5611f 057, O595 O05 66 0584 0673 


1°86. 1-88 1889. 1899. 1891, 1892. 
Hk.Tis. Hk.Tis, Hk.Tls, Hk. Tis, Hk.Tls, Hk.Tls. Hk.Tls. Hk.Tis. Hk.Tis. 
Silk, raw, No, 4, 
Tsatlee...... py pioul 81°05 80°15 8710 $475 6934°20 8698740 8§=6985:00 83:52 38°20 
Silk, wild ...00. i oes «6 46°8L 45°98 =H 1°37 4501 61°33 6478 50°36 4440 45°00 
. cocoons .. Pioul.. 4542 46:0 65°06 6639 56:57 5590 7400 6887 64-90 
= wire were . moe. hae 5:30 86935) =661'BO = 6660) =—5377 = 4668 
a piece goods picul 50 80 44°30 62 45 63°32 63-57 68 86 6:80 52°70 52°60 
Tea, black*.... Picul.. 14°80 16-89 1674 1513 1539 168) is:780 20°75 1898 
« SOG cts a ot OO Be: 1649 1952 1910 1860 1715 180 
i thee a: 4d 645 5 40 614 698 5-95 718 720 708 716 
Cassia lizmnea.. 5 o« 8°36 2°85 8°13 474 476 4-61 671 5800s 6-48 
Peas apd beans ,, e° 0 89 0-90 12 0 90 1-06 1°26 1°26 118 bid 
Hides, cow 1c... » os 2145 19%8 12-77 1195 9-87 9-88 819 781 820 
Matsa scorce a « ot 9-«9 940 9°86 998 995 live = 100G 9388 1:-90 
Camphor.....+ ee 7°86 9°35 11°24 97 &-64 8 90 15-00 1508 17380 
Rhubar...... -» 2 picul 998 9-98 9°85 999 98: 8-56 9°96 900 8791 
‘ hinaware .... Picul .. 2°77 8-05 2-99 454 86258 2°38 263 $32 86400 
Rirawbraid .... » «2 “S500 2450 25-80 2415 2490 2300 862560 2027 23°56 
Wells sécnceos ae Co 7°63 9 89 818 800 914 8 66 822 89 
Total trade in silver... $43°:8  839°52 887°28 86678 $75°06 387368 89832 867°73 881 21 
, @eG@@4@0.6846.40 46026€-. 8204 846.464. €664 S0a8d 2424 
nivaient in gold at 
™ varying ecbien .. 9515 0 89170 9616 0 88120 8820 860 1860 980 82120 
Sight rate of exchange on 
vl, aden per Gh. Tesla. 057 0 585 050 0410 048% 0488 0523 O411 0 44 


—_ 


. The prices here given are the average of all grades of tea as extracted from Customs statistics If attention were 
con ned to commun : ongou, prices would show a much gr. ater depr ciation, 
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Annex 0.—Tasxz showing Fluctuations in Prices of Commodities of Foreign Origin Imported 
for Chinese Consumption during the Years 1870-92. 


Average 


Articles. bs wel 1875. 1876. 1877. 1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 1882. 1883. 


| 1870--74, 
Grey shirtings (384 \ds. Hk,Tis. Hk Tis. Hk.Tis, Hk.Tls, Hk.Tls, Hk.Tis. Hk.T!is, Hk.T s. Hk,Tis, Hk T's, 
by 389 ins., 7 Ibs, 
AVOIT.) .seeseses+ePieos 1°48 131 1°28 1:12 Lig = «16 1-15 1-23 1-17 1°10 
Drills, Eng ish (40 yds, 
by 830 ins., 14 lbs. to 
15 Ine.) eevesecesess % 250 86216 1°98 1°75 1°71 1°89 195 19) 1200—Ss«1°76 


T-cloths(medium,7 lbs.) ,, 1:36 1-30 1:26 117 lll 1:18 I’'ld 1°10 1«9 1-08 


Dril's, American (40 : 
yds. by 30 ins) .... » 8326 801 a. we Te Ce. tee Pe Se O00 


Cotton yarn, Englis..j,piece 2 85 2-80 3°00 2 8v 2°33 2:40 2°50 255 266 2°47 


Lastings (30 yds. by 31 
ins.) eeeeeeee . «+++ Piece 9 62 10 97 9°36 9°18 874 8:15 8-20 8 22 5°52 6:48 


Iron, nail rod (Dawes’ 


SSS ba! eh oe. oe, el, re) 
Lead, L.B., Buglish .. ,, 466 6&49 GIO S18 425 #40 #17 4390 367 887 
Tin-plates........... <4 <8 3m “410 OO 6466 806 80 84s 80 


Copper slabs, Japan .. ,, 416 417 4°59 4°18 3 56 3 53 8°93 8 76 8 90 8:04 
Window-giass ........Box 2°40 2-21 235 2 2 Lou 2 I 2°21 2 il 2°36 2°40 
Kerosene oil (Devoe’s..Case 2 80 175 1°60 1 60 1 56 1°45 1°29 1 35 1°24 1 20 


———w ee ee i ee 


Total ..secssesees 4309 4333 40°70. 88°04 3427 S494 8584 3422 81°42 81 87 


—_— <= —_ — — —- —_—--- —— —_—_-— —_—-—— _—-- — —— 


Art'cles, 1884. 1835. 1886. 1887. 1888 1889. 1890. 1891. 1899, 
Hk.Tls, Hk.Tils Hk.Tis. Hk.ls. Hk.Tils. Hk, ils, Hk.Tis. Hk.Tis. Hk.Tis, 

Grey shirtings (38) yds. by 39 ins., 

7 TRG. AVERT.)  cocecccccese Piece 1°09 lll 1:06 1:10 1:16 113 1:02 0-98 101 
Diills, Engli-h (40 yds. by 30 

ins., 14 Ibs. to 15 lbs.) ..... . 1860S «1 95 1°83 1°81 1°95 1:92 1-88 1°80 1:86 
T-cloths (m: dium, 7 lba)...... 4, 1-07 1-05 1 07 1°16 1°05 119 106 1-04 1ol 
Drills, American (40 yds. b 30 


ING.) .ccercrccccccccecesecs 99 221 2°25 2°25 234 2438 238 2°43 2°43 2°26 
Cotton yarn, English ........s;piece 2 30 2°20 2-20 2°40 2°30 2°20 2.00 2-07 2°00 
Lastings (80 yds. by Sl ins.)....Piece 6°45 6°75 6 30 714 6°30 6 97 6°30 6°45 6 50 
Iron, nail rod (Da es’ bext).... ,, 1-92 1°89 1-84 1°77 202 2°18 2°16 1°93 2:00 
Lead, L B., English .......008 «5 3 00 343 8°84 3°84 4 46 4-08 3°72 8°55 8°46 
Tim-platet secccccesicccccccs 3.97 8 61 8°60 8 43 8-61 3°75 $70 8°10 8°33 
Copper slabs, Japan ......+..+. 0 3.73 8:00 2 82 279 415 8 40 8-34 8-40 8-40 
Window-giass......... eossese Box 23°35 2°46 2°12 2°08 2°16 2 25 2°11 2-08 2°10 


Kerosene oil (Devoe’s) ........Case 1°26 1°21 1-07 l'l4 1:35 1°42 1:24 1°09 1°03 


—— _—- lU —_—_—_ 


Total. ccccccccscvcccvcece Sitll 30°86 3000 8100 82°94 8287 8.99 29°97 29°96 
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TO THE ENVOYS EXTRAORDINARY 
AND 
MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIARY 
OF 


BELGIUM§ FRANCE, GERMANY, GREAT BRITAIN, ITALY, 


JAPAN, NETHERLANDS, RUSSIA, SPAIN, UNITED STATES or AMERICA. 


Your EXxce.enciés, 


We the undersigned beg to lay before you the following statement regarding 
‘the murder of our colleagues Messrs Wikholm and Johansson at Sung-pu in the 
Province of Hu-peh, and we earnestly solicit the exertion of your official influence with 
the Chinese authorities to secure an equitable settlement of the case. We appeal to 
you not as Swedes but as foreigners for the case affects all foreigners equally. 

The district of Sung-pu was first visited by members of the Swedish Mission in 
the year 1890. In the Autumn of 1892 two of them went to live for some time in an 
inn in the city of Ma-ch’eng (jj HR), about twenty miles distant from Sung-pu (FE 2B), 
and finding the people willing to receive them, they decided to rent or buy a house 
and take up a permanent residence in the city. For this purpose a native teacher 
named 1.i 4%, together with a native christian, were sent to Ma-ch’eng in the beginning 
of 1893 ; no sooner however had they begun to negotiate for a small property than the 
Ma-ch’eng Hsien sent his runners to them, and demanded to know for whom they were 
acting. Having been taken to the magistrate’s Yamén, the two men frankly admitted 
that they were sent by foreign missionaries from Wu-chang. Thereupon the magistrate 
ordered the proprietor of the inn, in which they were staying, to throw all their things 
1 0 the street, some of which were stolen by the runners, while he himself proceeded 
t tlie the men beaten. The native christian Chen (fi), received two hundred blows, 
a eteacher only escaping on account of his literary degree. At midnight the magistrate 

pagan opened and ordered his runners to drive them away, saying that if they 

‘ P=. or if any one assisted the foreigners to obtain a footing in Ma-ch’eng. 
: te } would have to suffer the severest punishment. 


From this it will be seen that the difficulties of the mission lay entirely with the 
magistrate, but hoping that he would have less objection if the settlement were 
made in another place, the mission refrained from reporting the°case to the consul, 
and decided to start work in the town of Sung-pu (4 2B), twenty miles nearer 
to Hankow. 

To this place Messrs Wikholm and Lindstrém were sent shortly after the 
Chinese new-year 1893. They first stayed in an inn for some weeks and went 
daily on the streets, selling books and speaking to the people who were very 
friendly, often inviting the missionaries into the shops to drink tea. Several 
influential men, when they heard that they were not comfortable in the inn, 
suggested that they should rent a house for themselves; and offered them the 
use of a large empty temple (4k F*) J&j). As this place did not suit the missionaries, 
one of richest men in the town, named Mao (5 3 4£) offered them a large house 
on the main street, which, however proved too expensive. Several others were 
willing to rent or sell property to them inside the town, but the missionaries 
finally decided to rent a house on the Ho-kia-pu ( §} ae 4jj) street just outside the 
Eastgate, the owner of which was Ho-fang-kuen (ih 3 Hp). The people of the 
place, not only did not object to the missionaries taking possession of this house, 
but even assisted them in getting it repaired. 

After the missionaries had occupied this house for some time without experiencing 
any trouble, they retired to Wu-chang for a short change, leaving the house in the 
charge of a trust-worthy native Christian named Yang. (44 7 gH). The magistrate 
of Ma-ch’eng (jj 3%), having in the mean time, heard of the renting of this house to 
foreigners sent his runners, during their absence in Wu-chang, to arrest the middle 
man Ho-kuang-ting (FS J€ HH) and-also the man Li (42 }& #®#) who had sublet it, and 
these two were both taken to: the city of Ma-ch’eng and severely beaten. Their 
relatives reported the case to the missionaries, who at once reported it to Consul 
Thyen and asked him to request the Taotai that these men might be released; since 
according to the warrant of arrest (a copy of which had fallen into the hands of the 
missionaries ) they had been accused of no other crime than the renting of a house to 
foreigners, and, as the magistrate of Ma-cheng put it, feercee: . and assisting 
vagabonds from the West into the town of Sung-pu”’. 

The Taotai of Hankow promised the Consul to write and enquire about the matter, 
and advised that the missionaries should remain at Wu-chang until he had received an 
answer. While waiting for this answer, the missionaries obtained information of the 
two prisoners receiving still more cruel treatment. Whereupon they suggested to the 
Consul that they should go down themselves. and see what could be done. TheConsul 
did not object to this plan; nor did the Taotai, who said he was going to send a small 
mandarin ‘down to the place and the missionaries could go with him. So it was 
arranged that the party should start on the following Monday morning: In the 
meantime the Taotai received a letter from the magistrate of Ma-ch’eng stating that the 
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two men had been arrested not on account of their dealings with foreigners, but 

because they had been robbing graves. He also petitioned the Taotai to prevent the 

missionaries from returning to Sung-pu as trouble was anticipated. On the 

Monday morning when the missionaries went over to Hankow to join the Taotai’s 

deputy and start for Ma-cheng, they learned from the Consul that the Taotai 

had changed his mind, and was not going to send a mandarin, nor would he permit 

the missionaries to go alone. The Consul had been informed that the two prisoners 

had been released, and that the missionaries were on no account to be allowed to 

proceed, lest serious trouble should arise, as the people objected to their living 

at Sung-pu. So the missionaries returned to Wu-chang somewhat comforted to 

hear that at least the two natives had been released. But the same day in the 

evening, a courier arrived from Ma-cheng stating that things were going from bad 

to worse. The two men had undergone fresh tortures, while the person who 

leased them the house had received in all one thousand blows, and the middleman 

somewhat fewer. The native christian Yang was threatened with the same 

treatment unless he left the house and retired to Wu-chang. On hearing this, the 

missionaries decided to start for Sung-pu on Tuesday morning, and told the consul 

that he had been incorrectly informed by the Taotai with regard to these two men. 

and that they could not sit still in Wu-chang when those who had helped them so 

much were exposed to such a severe persecution. ‘‘ Very well’, said the Consul. 

‘if you must go, you go and I will write to the Taotai to that effect”. So the 

missionaries went and on their arrival in Ma-ch eng they found that a messenger had 

been sent before them by the Hankow Taotai to announce that they were coming. 

The magistrate received them in his yamén, and although at first he was unwilling 

to release the two natives, as he alleged they had not been arrested on account of 

dealings with foreigners, he afterwards, upon hearing that the missionaries had seen 

the warrant for their arrest, and that all the people knew that they had done nothing 

contrary to law, said that he would set them free on the following morning. But 

as the missionaries pressed the matter, and were unwilling to leave without the men, 

the magistrate at last yielded, and also refunded the money which he had received 

from their relatives, to purchase their release. Thus the two men who had been 

kept in jail from April 29th. to May 20th. were brought back to Sung-pu, and the 

missionaries again lived at their house at Ho-kia-pu where they experienced even thore 

1 friendliness from the people, both inside and outside the town, than before. The : 

e two months that now followed before the murder took place was a time of perfect ( 

e peace with the exception that placards were posted first by Ku-tsi-ho ( it~ 3) 1 

11 [i and afterwards by Li-kia-chang (7 ¥% #2) to the effect that the foreigners were : 

11 # to be killed on the first of July. The missionaries informed Consul Thyen of 

1s [i this plan in the beginning of June and asked him to secure a proclamation in 

re their favour from the Taotai. The Taotai instead of complying with the Consul’s } 
request, urged that the native christian Yang should be recalled as he was 
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said to have made himself objectionable to the people, and that trouble was 
anticipated if he remained at Sung-pu. In informing the missionaries of this fact, 
Mr. Thyen at the same time said that he did not think it advisable to leave any 
foreigners at Sung-pu during the Tien-Chung festival which was to be held on 
June 29th, 30th and July ist. The native Yang was then removed to Wu-chang, 
and Mr. Lindstrém, whose place at Sung-pu had been taken by Mr. Johansson, went 
down to Hankow and saw the Consul a second time, urging him to renew the 
request for a proclamation, but the Consul told him that there was no need for one, 
since the native Yang had been recalled, so the Chinese had assured him, and had 
also told him that a proclamation would only excite the people, as it was not the 
foreigners they objected to, but to this native Yang. Mr. Wikholm had also three 
times in vain implored the magistrate of Ma-cheng to issue a proclamation, and 
when the petition was renewed the fourth time a promise to do so was given, which 
however, as the sequel proved was not made good. It is true that on June 26th 
the missionaries received a visit from the military mandarin stationed at Ma-ch’eng. 
and that it was suggested that they should retire to Ma-cheng or return to 
Wu-chang. The Chinese account of this visit given by the Ma-ch’eng hsien 
should be carefully compared with Mr. Wikholm’s own letter to his friends written 
only four days before the murder. ‘‘ Yesterday” Mr. Wikholm writes, ‘ we 
had a visit from the military mandarin of Ma-ch’eug. As his visit was announced 
beforehand by visiting cards, we received him in our best, and tried to behave 
ourselves in accordance with Chinese etiquette as far as possible. First of all we 
were told he had come to pay us a formal call, of which honor we expressed 
ourselves to be unworthy. After a short talk upon unimportant matters, the 
conversation turned upon the question of our safety in residing in this place, and 
the mandarin suggested that we should return to Hankow, lest trouble should 
arise during the festival. But to this we replied that the people were perfectly 
friendly, and that if the four men who had threatened to make a disturbance 
were looked after, there would be no danger; and, moreover, as the Ma-ch’ eng 
magistrate had promised to issue a proclamation and to protect us, we said, we would 
not leave. Another of the company thereupon suggested that we should retire to 
Ma-ch’eng, where he promised to prepare a house, and help us-in every way we 
wished. For this we thanked him most heartily, but stated that we did not see 
this to be our duty. Seeing that we were determined to remain here, they promised ; 
P 
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to give us the help they could; and as measures are to be taken to secure our 

safety, we have very little fear of any danger. The four men (who threatened 

to kill us) are said to be held responsible for us. Much more could be. said, but 

time fails me. Moreover I hope we will soon meet again. Pray for us!” 4 
This letter clearly shows that the missionaries, on the day preceding the first 

day of the festival, thought themselves perfectly | safe. But the military mandarin’s h 

promise of help as before stated, was never fulfilled. ‘After the interview, he and his 
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retinue returned to Ma-ch’eng and the missionaries were left to their own resources. 
Amongst the men who had threatened to kill them, were the two already referred 
to, who took the lead in issuing placards, together with three more” Li-hai-yuen (7 wi 
J) Ho-shao tsing (jf§4> jij) and Ho-tsi-po (#h-F #X) all from a group of three villages 
five miles from Sung-pu called Ta-yu-chai ( #4 ##) Chen-kia-chai ( Hae FE) and Tien- 
sin-chu (#€ Hi ). Five days before the murder took place these men met together to 
feast in a place called Hwei-fung-hang (3) fl #:) where the afore named Li-kia-chung, 
an ex-redbutton mandarin and friend of the Ma-ch’eng magistrate, presided, and where 
the attack on the missionaries, as is well known, was planned and organised in cold 
blood. The expenses of this feast were defrayed by Ki-tsi-ho, whom the magistrate 
at Ma-ch’eng, shortly after the murder, sent to Wu-chang to act as his deputy in the 
Viceroy's Yamén. Unfortunately the two missionaries did not know what had been 
decided upon at the feast, but trusted entirely in the promise of protection given by 
the magistrate and military mandarin of Ma-cheng. So without dreaming of the 
sad catastrophe so near at hand they stayed on. The first day of the festival 
passed without any trouble as also did the second when the procession came 
to Ho-kia-pu escorted by thousands of people. From their neighbour’s door the 
missionaries, on that day, watched the procession with much interest, and since all 
seemed friendly no trouble was anticipated, as on the following day (ist. July) the 
procession would be confined to Sung-pu, and would not come round to Ho-kia-pu. 
But alas! at eight o clock a. m. on the day of the murder Li-kia-chung’s men arrived, 
and as it became known that they were going to kill the foreigners, large 
numbers of people came together to see how they would manage it. At ten o'clock 
the local mandarin at Sung-pu made his appearance on the scene and some people 
thought that he had come to protect the foreigners, There were thousands of people 
gathered together by this time and the crowd was getting excited. The mandarin, 
however, only remained and looked round for a few minutes, after which he returned 
to his Yamén. A cry was heard among the people that the foreigners were to be 
killed ; stones and bricks were thrown against their house, the doors were battered in 
and the missionaries chased out of their house to take refuge with their neighbour Ho- 
\ lao-py, where they stayed while some of their friends went to the before mentioned 
local mandarin and begged and petitioned him to give protection, but he refused on 
the ground that he had no such orders from his superior. Between 11 and 12 o'clock a 
4 second appeal was made to the same mandarin, but with the same result as before. 


" The loan of some of the soldiers’ coats was asked for in order that some of the Ho-kia- 
re ou people might put in a show of protection, but even this was refused. At 12 o'clock 
ed the constable of the place . #41) came forward and tried to quiet the crowd ; but, 
Ut Te as his attitude towards | missionaries had been hostile from the day they arrived at 

the place, his position now as their defender appeared ridiculous in the eyes of the 


mob ; so they gaye him a blow on the head with a brick, and he retired to the foreigners, 
house bleeding. Mr. Wikholm was then called upon to wash and bind his wounds 
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which he did, and afterwards managed to get up into a dark garret in the neighbour's 
house, where he was joined by Mr. Johansson. Soon, however, their hiding place 
was discovered by four pugilists armed with iron-rods and other implements, who 
chased them out of the garret through the roof, where they at-once were exposed to 
the mob, which by this time had grown terribly excited: The missionaries ran from 
house to house on the top of the roofs pursued by these four incarnate demons until 
they reached the twentieth house from their own. Here they had to leap down to 
the ground in the midst of the mob, where men hired for the purpose and already 
armed with stones, iron rods, iron hooked carrying poles, and other weapons of 
destruction, set upon them, and after a few minutes our friends were covered from 
head to foot with deadly wounds. The riot lasted from eight o'clock in the morning till 
two o'clock in the afternoon, and during all that time the magistrate made not the 
slightest effort to save the lives of these two defenceless men. Their mangled 
bodies were stripped of every thing they had on, and allowed to remain on the open 
street where they fell for three days. The men who.committed the murder, as has 
been proved, were engaged for that purpose by Li-kia-chung and his party, none of 
whom have been punished to the present date, nor even brought into court.. The 
statement which has been made by the magistrate of Ma-ch’eng that the missionarics 
had guards, and that these guards had bound four men, is.an utter fabrication, for 
the men were not bound till after the missionaries had been killed, when the people 
of the Ho-kia-pu street did it, because, in burning the. missionaries house, these men 
had also set fire to that of Ho-lao-pu, one of the most respectable men in the street. 
The missionaries had no employees with the exception of one servant and two teachers. 
one of. whom was severely beaten and barely escaped with his life. The others 
managing to hide themselves among the crowd and to return to Hankow. 

The case was then taken up by Consul-General Bock who left all enquiries 
entirely in the hands of the Chinese officials. On the Chinese side the chief acting 
judge was the magistrate of Ma-ch’eng, who came.to the: conclusion. from the first. 
that the missionaries were in the wrong and had themselves to blame for being killed. 
since they were obstinate and did not go away from the place. Consul-General Bock 
and the Viceroy fully agreed to this view of the case, hence no murderers have been 
punished or found, no ringleaders arrested, no officials called in question and no 
re-establishment of the mission granted. When Messrs Archibald and Lund begged 
the authorities for permission to go down to Sung-pu and recover the bodies of their 
murdered friends, who could dream that such a most sacred duty would be interfered 
with ? But the Viceroy raised every objection that he could and delayed: them in 
Hankow for two days. Then when the matter was pressed by the consuls, he said 
that they could go, if they liked to join his deputy Li-tao-tai, and a military mandarin 
from Hankow who were to leave for Sung-pu (Via Hwang-cheu ) to hold an:enquiry 
on the riot. . So: these two missionaries started, but found on arrival in Hwang-cheu 
that private orders had been issued to the effect that they were #ol.to.go. to: Sung-pu. 
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but should be detained in Hwang-cheu, till the bodies could be sent down, which 
I.i-tao-tai said, would be in about five days. Seeing that they were thus deceived, and 
that to proceed to Sung-pu against such orders could only end in two more murders, 
the missionaries returned to Hankow, where they had to wait nine days from the day 
of the murder before the bodies were delivered, whereas they might easily have been 
delivered in twenty-four hours. The murdered men -had been lying stark naked 
where they fell from the first to the fourth of July, when the Ma-ch'eng magistrate 
had them wrapped up in the coarsest cotton cloth and put into Chinese coffins, 
for which he has never even paid. On the arrival of the bodies at Hankow, the 
Consul ordered an inquest. 

According to the Coroner's detailed report, Mr. Wikholm’s body had six mortal, 
and forty-nine lesser wounds, and Mr. Johansson’ body six mortal and nineteen 
lesser wounds, inflicted with various weapons of destruction, and yet the authorities 
have been able to discover only three insignificant persons as concerned in the outrage, 
and these guilty only of trifling assaults. In fact none of the murderers have been 
arrested, nor could they be, for they only carried out the wish of the officials. But 
the men who receiyed the missionaries, who rented them a house, who helped to 
establish them, who rendered them any service, or who refrained from opposing 
them, these, as all the people of Sung-pu know, have all received several hundreds of 
blows, been questioned on the rack, suspended by cords, made to kneel on chains and 
to inhale burning incense ; and all this because they were friendly towards the 
foreigners, and unwilling to support by their testimony, the false and immoral stories 
charged against them. One of those men was so violently beaten that he died in the 
hands of his persecutors, upon which the magistrate of Ma-ch eng gave twelve dollars 
to his relatives and ordered them to bury him. According: to this magistrate these 
are the only guilty persons, for had they been as much opposed to the foreigners as 
were the murderers, then the missionaries would not have been able to = a footing 
in Sung-pu and the murder could never have taken place. 

When Li-tao-tai, the Viceroy’s deputy; arrived at Sung-pu, more than a deeb 
innocent men were arrested, but only those who could not pay the full amount of 
money demanded, about sixty jn all, were punished. The Chinese officials are right 
in ascribing the murder to the people outside of Sung-pu and Ho-kia-pu, who could 
have no serious objection to the missionaries, and yet up to the present date only the 
Ho-kia-pu and the Sung-pu people have been punished. Ho-lao-pu, the missionaries 
nearest neighbour who, on the day of the murder, tried to conceal them in his house, 
has ‘himself been obliged to flee to the Province of Si-chuan to escape punishment, while 
his family has been ruined, and his property confiscated.’ Like calamities have also 
befallen the landlord Ho-fang-kuen who permitted his house to be let to the missionaries, 
and it is well known by all the people in Sung-pu and the district, that the officials 
intend building a large Kung-kuan, and a temple on the property of these two men. 


Hogan -fong (§K 9K Be); the missionaries’ water carrier, Ho-kuang-ting (fh HE )-who 
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subletted the house, Ho-si-keo (# RPG 3M) and Ho-hwei-chi (§h#A EK) middlemen, who 
were unable to escape, have been tortured and kept in a pitiable and almost dying 
condition in Hwang-cheu jail ever since the murder took place, and for all that is 
known by foreigners, are still there. When Messrs Archibald and Lund visited them 
in the prison on Oct. the seventh they found them covered with wounds and bruises 
and so weak that they were unable to stand, and yet nominally they had only been 
arrested as witnesses and had been accused of no crime. The only men said by the 
‘ officials to have taken part in the riot are Li-kao-pa (4°}§¥—) Shii-tsien-fu (#@4>mB ) 
Li-kin-keo (424 9); and it should be noticed that while these confess their compliity 
in the crime, their confession has been extorted. Being asked by Messrs Archibakd and 
Lund, if they had killed the two foreigners, they said ‘‘No’’, they had not. The mandarin 
named Liu (Hf) who was present, thereupon gave one of them a severe shaking, saying: 
‘‘Did you not confess long ago that you had killed the foreigners?’ — ‘‘ Yes”, 
was the reply. Messrs Archibald and Lund then asked. ‘‘Has any one accused 
you?” —‘*No”’; but, after a second shaking from the mandarin, they said: ‘‘ Every body 
accuses us”. The foreigners further enquired, ‘‘ but has any one in particular accused 
you?” The prisoners answered ‘‘no”. Turning to the mandarin Mr. Archibald 
remarked : ‘‘ Is it customary in China to condemn men without an accusation against 
them?’ — The mandarin saw the point and that same evening, as is shown from the 
officials’ dispatches, three men were found to bear witness that the above named had 
murdered the missionaries. It is impossible to avoid the belief that these three men 
are perfectly innocent, for, although the murder took place in broad daylight in the 
presence of thousands of people, no accusers were found nor even sought for during 
the several months the prisoners were being beaten and tortured. When Messrs 
Archibald and Lund saw them they were reduced to such a condition of weakness 
that they were unable to stand, and had to be lifted by soldiers. The four men 
whom the Ho-kia-pu people caught and escorted to the local magistrate for burning 
Ho-lao-pas house, together with the constable referred to above and another named 
Li-fu (29%), who stole some of the missionaries’ things, have been treated as sufferers 
in the riot, and though nominally kept as prisoners, none of them have been beaten. 
On the contrary they have enjoyed great liberty and been granted an allowance of 
twenty cents per day. 

When it was rumoured that two foreigners were coming to Sung-pu to recover 
the bodies, Li-kia-chung the instigator of the murder, in the presence of the 
magistrate of Ma-ch’eng, gathered his men, beat a gong and boldly announced that 
he was going to fight any foreigners who ventured to approach the place. This man 
was afterwards also taken to Hwang-cheu and nominally kept a prisoner, because, as 
official despatches state, it was the wish of the foreigners, but in reality he was not a 
prisoner at all, being allowed to live in a large official Kung-kuan, where he enjoyed 
every liberty. He returned to his home about three months ago, and his friend Kung: 
aE RIN ha Be Vg we arrested st the ene: wean Governor was 
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allowed to escape by the officials and has not yet been re-arrested. 

We send herewith a number of official despatches bearing on the case, one or 
two of which demand very special attention. First, that of the Viceroy in which 
he rebukes his underlings at Hwang-cheu for receiving Messrs Archibald and Lund 
in a friendly manner, and secondly, those of the Fu-tai and Nie-tai in which they 
denounce Li-kia-chung and Kung-miao-tsi as guilty, and express their doubts 
regarding the treatment of the whole case, particularly the story of the constable’s 
beating and the binding of the four men said to have been done by the missionaries. 


They (the Fu-tai and Nie-tai) also suggest that a new trial should be held conjointly 
with foreign officials. 


In spite of the unjust dealings of the Chinese officials as shown above, Consul- 
General Bock has settled the case, (1st.) without any investigation on the spot into 
the conduct either of the Chinese or the missionaries, although he had, at the outset, 
telegraphic orders from Stockholm to do so. 


(2nd.) Without any guarantee that the real murderers have been or will be punished. 


(3rd.) Without even having called in question the action of the local and other 


authorities, who, in neglecting to do their duty, allowed the murder to be 
committed. 


(4th.) Without any re-establishment of the mission at Sung-pu beyond the bare words 
of the Viceroy that he would see to it later on, provided the people should. become 
quieted, which practically means nothing. The promise of forty thousand dollars 
for the lives of the missionaries, and five thousand extra for expenses, if it should 
be paid, are really the sole terms on which the atrocious murder has been 
settled. It is greatly to be deplored that blood-money should be demanded at 
all, and in all probability those who should receive it, when they hear that this 
money has been exacted from innocent and friendly people and from those who 
helped and tried to protect their murdered friends, will decline altogether to 
accept it. 


The settlement of this case does not merely affect the Swedish mission, it strikes a 
fatal blow against all foreigners in Central China, and especially against those in the 
province of Hu-peh. Over eighty missionaries of various nationalities are at present, 
(on. account of this unsatisfactory settlement,) shut up in the treaty port of Hankow, 
and the Viceroy refuses his consent to their going any where in his jurisdiction, as the 
following facts clearly show. 

Some American missionaries at the beginning of last year bought a small property 
in the city of Fan-cheng and were living in entire harmony both with the local officials 
and with the people. While they were in the midst of building ‘a house suddenly 
orders were issued from the Viceroy that the work should be stopped, and 


immediately their middlemen were arrested (one of whom is still in prison) and the 
workmen were ordered to desist. When the missionaries went to the yamén and 
asked the reason why they should receive such treatment, the local mandarin, who 
was a kind and upright man, told them that the question did not rest with h'm, and 
advised the missionaries to go back to Hankow and put the case straight with the 
Viceroy through their Consul, then as far as he was concerned every thing would be 
smooth, for them in an-cheng. The missionaries therefore went down to Hankow 
and handed the case over to the Consul, who took it up, but for nine months he could 
not even get an answer from the Viceroy. Now at last he has replied to the effect 
that the missionaries may on no account return to Fan-cheng. Other missionaries 
(also American) opened a small chapel in the city of Wu-chang on their own premises 
which were bought fourteen years ago, but no sooner had they begun to preach than 
the former owner was arrested and beaten, and could only escape further torture on 
condition that the preaching hall should be closed. Sothe missionaries for his sake 
gave up preaching and rented a house near the East gate where they started mission 
work ; but news has just come to hand that the small mandarin in charge of the street, 
has received orders to have the chapel shut up, and that the landlord will be arrested 
and punished unless he can induce the missionaries to give up their claim to his 
property. Another missionary rented a house in Hwang-cheu-fu, 50 miles from 
Hankow, in the Spring of last year and lived in it for some days, after which he was 
driven out by Yamén runners, and his landlord taken to the Yamén, where he was 
severely beaten. The missionary is threatened with death should he venture to return. 

To the English missionaries similar opposition have been shown. Several places 
where they have had mission stations for many years have been closed, and cannot 
even be visited with safety by foreigners. The London mission some time ago had 
an offer of a property in the city of Hwang-pi, twenty miles from Hankow, but since the 
murder at Sung-pu the landlord has informed the mission that the property cannot be 
bought at any price, as the will of the Viceroy is interpreted to be against missionaries, 
and that natives are strictly forbidden to sell them property or assist them in any 
way. The riot at Mien Yang shows that the same oppositin extends to Roman 
Catholic missions, and it would not he surprising in view of the present condition of 
affairs, to hear at any time of fresh outbreaks in any part of the Hu-peh province. 

We entirely agree with the following statement of the Rev. Griffith John DD. 
‘‘ If something is not done, if the right thing is not done, and that speedily, these 
deeds of violence, which have so conspicuously marked the reign of Chang-chi-tung 
in Central China will go on, and the day is not far distant when even travelling, to 
say nothing of residing in the interior of this Province, will become an impossibility 
to foreigners. This is a matter which concerns all the Powers. In the name of 
our Common Humanity as well as for the sake of our Common Interests we call 
upon them to combine their ane and $e. the tate humiliating and 
perilous state, of thing» to a close”. 
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Any satisfactory settlement of the case should, we think, include the five 
following points : foe 


ist. The punishment of the men who planned and executed the cruel murders. 


2° The removal of the magistrates and officials whose gross neglect and secret 
connivance made the murders possible. 


3° The re-establishment of the Mission at Sung-pu. 


4° That directions be given to the officials of the province to afford efficient protection 


to the missionaries, their employees, and to native christians whether resident in 
the treaty ports or in the interior. 


5° Above ail, the indemnification and the retnstalment in their houses of the natives,, 
who on account of their friendliness to the murdered men have suffered so 
grievously and so unjustly in beatings, imprisonments, and fines, and to secure 
reparation for whom, so far as it now can be made, is our chief object in coming 


to Peking. 
Praying that this appeal may receive your prompt and earnest attention, 


We have the honour io be 


Your EXCELLENCIES’ HUMBLE AND OBEDIENT SERVANTS, 


f: -DW. LUND, 
: K. a LINDSTROM, 
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We are very glad to be able to lay 
before our readers, in another column, 
the complete text of the first two de- 
spatches sent by the Doyen of the 
Diplomatic Body @& Pi ing, Col. Denby, 
Le on the subject of 
acre, with the Yamén’s 


since by the late Mr. John Macgregor, 
‘and we know that the Foreign Ministers 


had ; “the exem unish- 

‘ment of all the officials, high and low, 

who failed to obey the Imperial Decree 

je 13th June, 1891), and who by their 
hs negligence permitted this 
atrocious \¢rime to be committed. They : 
demand also, and severe punish- 

ment ri of the mob, and 


of those who organised it, although 
not actively participating in it;" but 
it is‘ only now that we have the 
full text of the ‘I'sungli Yamén’s, 
answer to this spirited despatch; Un- 
inst 
our will, in considering thesé documents 
to refer once more to Congul-General 
Bock, and we fear the conclusion cannot 
be avoided that the qualified approval 
expressed of his action on his second 
visit to Hankow was somewhat prema- 
ture. 

The reply of the Yamén, dated the 
14th of August last, consists chiefly of 
a recapitulation of a long and most 
ontrediiniethy telegram from the Viceroy 


Chang Chih-tung, in which all the blame 


for the outbreak at Sungpu is thrown 
on the murdered missionaries, The 
reason for their murder, according to 
the Viceroy’s story, was ahah ae 
villagers who were ing the door o 
their house desired, ot of the inno- 
cent curiosity ir hearts, to enter 
and see the place, “when the mis- 
sionaries called the guard whom they 
had employed, who seized four men, 
bound them, and took them out of 
the back entrance, and by a roundabout 
way escorted “ey Thee the oF son 
vill thonght t were , an 

80 ‘waa the eatin to death. 
It is repeated that the missionaries had 
been warned to come away from Sung- 
pu, but voluntarily chose to follow in 


the of danger. “The action taken 
by the officials of Hupeh, high and low, | 


in this matter has been befitting and 
per. Mr. Consul-General Bock is 
iliar with the circumstances of the 
case, hence there is no need to go into 


any discussion about it here.” Here 


we have the reflection of Mr. Bock’s 
promise to the Viceroy that he would 
not send the case to Peking; and we 
find the Yamén calmly telling Colonel: 
: Denby, who had asked for the exemplary 
punishment of all the officials impli- 
j cated, high and low, that “the action 
taken by the offitials of Hupeh, high. 
aid low, iu this matter has been befit- 
ting aud proper.” 

Every foreigner in China must feel 
grateful to Colonel Denby and his 
colleagues for the reply made to this 
important despatch. It is manly, com-| 
plete, and convincing. The Ministers 
do not accept for a moment the story 
of the armed guard employed by the 
‘missionaries whose action provoked the 
massacre. ‘I'he riot lasted several hours, 
during which no attempt was made to 
stop it. The Ministers see with surprise 
and regret the statement that in “ this 
revolting case’ the action of the officials 
was befitting and proper. “If- the 
highest authority in China can deli- 
berately applaud the conduct of officials 
who did not raise a hand to prevent the 
murder of two foreigners, then the only 
hope of protection remaining for the 
foreigners, in spite of the Imperial Edict, 
is to protect themselves. We shall feel 
it to be our duty to inform our respec- 
‘tive governments so. We brush aside as 
irrelevant the various excuses brought 
forward to screen guilty officials.” Then 
Colonel Denby makes the point which we 
have ourselves urged, that the officials 
have not exhausted their duty when 
they have warned foreigners to leave a 
supposedly dangerous locality, Their 
duty is to protect, and “if they can 
Jescape the performance of this duty by 
simply advising foreigners to leave, it 
is to be apprehended that few, if any, 
foreigners would be suffered to remain 
anywhere outside the treaty ports.” 
Attention is then drawn to the fact 
| that while riots against the govér- 
ment are put down promptly enough, 
the same energy is not shown with 
riots against foreigners. “It is diffi- 
cult to avoid the belief that these oft- 
‘recurring riots are not reprehended by 
the officia!s, but are on the other hand 
encouraged.” It is pointed out, too, 
that it is in the provinees under Chang 
‘Chih-tung’s control that almost inces- 
ysant attacks on foreigners take place. 
|“ Why is this?” ask the Ministers. 
Our answer would be—the Yamen does 
not attempt to answer—because Chang 
‘Chih-tung is thoroughly anti-foreign, 
and because he was allowed to evade 
the demand for the punishment of 
Chou Han. wat 
» Colonel Denby then deals with the 
pi fr that Mr. ck was satisfied, 

therefore the Foreign Ministers had 
nothing more to say. He says: “'I'he 
Foreign Representatives have no desire 
‘to intrude on the particular sphere of 
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duty of Consul-General Bock,” but 


anti-foreign Gots are not directed aga 
ret cular nationality, but 
reighe lke ae interested in 


ow an A they are pun 
when they ce will +s: no 
quate safety for foreigners in China, 


iu urging this, the Ministers are actin 
in the interest of China as well. as tha 
of their own nations. Finally: ” 
Foreign Representatives renew thei 
demand that the officials who failed 
do their duty at Sungpu, and the ring> 
leaders of the mob, be severely punished.” 
The answer of the Yamén to this despatch 
is typically Chinese. ‘I'he telegram from 
Chang Chih-tung was only sent in td 
the Foreign Ministers for their informa- 
tion ; the Yamén did not applaud th 
officials concerned. China always d 
and now will, determine justly at 
merited punishment i in the matter, and 
what the punishment shall be. ‘The’ 
Yamén thoroughly agrees with t 
Ministers that unless punishment pS’ 
meted out to the guilty, a bad p 
dent is created. In fact, the Viceroy 
of Hukuang has again been urged to} ” 
punish the A. ag * As to the arcien” 
aries’ gua these men have them- 
selves confessed to being so employed. 
The local officials at Sungpua were 
actuated by a kind motive when na 


uested the missionaries to leave, 
the obstinate refusal of the latter cau 
“the unexpected affair, which is cet 
tainly to be de ——: . As to the 
expression regarding the officials @n- 
couraging the rioters, this would appear 
to be closely approaching to an unwatr- 
ranted accusation.” Finally, all neces- | 
sary instructions have been sent to the 
Viceroy, who “has not screened the 


guilty or given them improper pro- 
tection.” 


Here our history of the case ends for 
the present. The Yamén obviously does’ 
not appreciate the seriousness of the 
matter, and it does not care or does not - 
dare to bring Chang Chih-tung to book. 
It relies on Mr Bock’s being satisfied ; 
and Mr. Bock’s government, as we 
were asked the support of the Powers 
got it, but he himself ignored the 


Minfters as rt yoy as he did the 
niissi he had insisted on 


such uate terms as Mr. Gardner 
obtained at Wusueh, the Ministers. 
would have helped him to get them. | 
But the matter is not yet ended. The. 
deputation that has gone to Peking has. 
been well received by the Minittera.sed 
a Me re ge there, and there is 

Ope wi justice 

The Foreign oR endl gp Mar ataltify 
themselves as they would do if 

retired conténted with Mr. Bock’s settle- 
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DIRECT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. 
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